COUNT APPONYI,PEACE ANGEL

Presldent of National Siavonic Soclety
Doubta Hlis Sincerity In His Misslon.

To the Editor of The New York Times:
. The worlds' peace movement takes every
now and then a peradoxical turn. One

‘of thege turns Is Count Apponyi's appear-
ance in this country as a propagator of

universal peace. At home Count Apponyl
{8 a nepresentative of a race and a caste
Iwhich, while reaching for greater llber-
'tles and privileges for 1itself, has been
'gullty of the most brutal oppression of
'other races and classes Inhabiting the an-
clent Kingdom of Hungary. Personally,
Count Appony! 13 no doubt an amiable
gentleman and a plausible talker, but In
one who is hailed as an apostie of peace

we have a right to expect some measure
of consistenoy with the high ideals which
he advocates. Certainly those who are
true bellavers in universal peace will ad-
mit that true peace among nations can-
not come without justice and toleration;
and, again, that no movement involving
the application of the highest moral prin-
clples can be advanced except by true and
' 8lncers bellevers in those principles.
Now, is Count Apponyi a true and sin-
oere believer in those lofty principles the
practical application of which will bring
to us universal peace? Has he ever pro-
tested agalnst the persistent persecutions
praoticed b) the Hungarian GQovernment
agalnst the S8Slovaks and other races?
Hag he ever ralsed his volce against the
brutal oppression and exploitation of the
laboring classes which is causing a de-
population of a country which Is rich In
natural resources? It was ha who, ag
Minister ot Education, passed the in-
famous educational law forcing the ma-
jority of people Inhabiting Hungary to
study of the Magyar languagse, to the neg-
lact of all other instruction. Count Ap-
pony!l was also a member of the so-called

“ Coalltion Cabinet,”” which passed the
barbarous flogging bench act, by whioch
workmen under 18 and all members of
workmen's familles who are under age
are subject to ‘ domestloc discipline’ by
the employer, (In other wox'ds4 may be
flogzged for certaln offenses.) No wonder
that the Magyar Socialistg of Chicago
were anxious to mob the Count!

At the door of Count Apponyi is lald
also the affalr of Czernova. In this Slo-
valt wvillage the church erected by the
people’s own money was to be consecrat-
ed. The Government ordered that the
ceremony be performed in the Magyar
language and in the presence of gend-
‘armes and odunty officials. ‘The people
objected to the languacge, which they
could not understand. Unarmed and un-
prepared for any hostile act, the people
congregated in front of the church and
protested against the consecration by
shouting, ** We don't want you.” There-
upon the gendarmes, withous any warn-
ing, began to fire into the crowd., Nine
persons were killed on the spot, including
two women; three more succumbed in the
course of the day: twelve were seriously
wounded, and of their number three died
‘subsequently. Among the glain was a wo-
man far advanced with a child, who in
her dying agony gave birth to an infant.
Another was a girl of 16, who tried to
ceiza a gendarme's rifle and was shot
down In the attempt. The number of
persons slightly wounded exceeded sixty.

In his several addresses before Amer-
fcan audiences Count Apponyl refered to
the killing of the innocent and helpless
Slovak women and children of Czernova
ag ‘' a regrettable Incident' for which
he was In no way responsible. Had this
bloody tragedy not been recorded in the
great work of BSeton-Watson, ' Raclal
Problems in Hungary,”! Appony! would:
have undoubtedly denfed ‘the occurrence
of this human butchery under the aus-
pices of the Hungarian Government. But,
under the circumstances the next best
thing he could do was to wash his hands
of all responsibility in that ‘' deplorable
incident.”” He, as Minister of Ecclexias-
tical and Educational Affalrs, refused to
prosecute the murderers when complaints
were lodged with him by the widowers,
widows, and orphans of the murdered;
and when the Slovak Deputies Interpellat-
ed him in Parliament on this affair, his
only answer was, * There I3 now peace at
Czernova !

To-day he =ays, ‘’ The Incident is de-
plorable, but I am not responsible,’”’ but
does he cite anything {n support of this
statement?

Count Apponyl was a Cabinet Minister
when the Government opposed the IEm-
peror’'s bill glving every citizen the right
to vote.

We could quote columns upon columns
about persecution of non-Magyar people
from writers llke Prof. Sergi of Rome,
R. H. Seton-Watson, Geoffrey Drage,
Louls Leger, Emily G. Balch, and others,
but suffice it to say that from 1886 to
1908 there were-938 political trials against
non-AMagyars, who were sent to jail for
232 vears, 6 months, and 2 days and
paid 148,323 crowns In fines, and this In
spite of the fact that IHungaryv is sup-
nosed to have the freedom of press.
But according to Apponvi, “ The laws are
merely an instrument {for concealing tho
arbitrary action of the Government.”
(Quoting from Count Apponyi’s speech In
Pudapest, Oct. 25, 189G.) |

In conclusion, let us quote from an
article of Bjornstjerne Bjornson, In which
he gave reasong for not participating In
tha Peace Congress at Munich in 1%, to,
wit: ‘““The Magyars are most zealous.
when it pertains to the work of peace.,
Generally, they are most zZealous when,it
concerns humanity and legal conscilous-
ness. But at home they are oppressing
thres milllons of Slovaks. They are pro-
hibiting them to speak in the language of
their soul; they are villifying their love
for thelr historic traditions, They are
closing thelr museums, they are confis-
cating the Instrumentalities whereby they
can remain in communion with the life of
‘thelr forefathers, In Parllament they In-
gult them by calling them *° swine,”” they
throw them down the stairways, they
gpit at them In the newspapers. The man
'who In “hig office of Minister of Educa-
‘tion is directing this villification {8 simul-
' taneously a champon of Christianity. His
‘name i3 Count Apponyl, and at all peace
.conferences, of all those present, he does
 the most talking.”

. Surely Count Apponyl dosas not practice
'at home what he preaches here, and
. world’'s peace cannot expect much from
‘a2 man of his type.
ANTHONY A. AMBROSE,

.Supreme President Natlonal Slavonic So-

clety or the United States of America.
New York, March 2, 1911,
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